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MOST IMPORTANT PLACES TO UPLOAD YOUR EBOOK 

Vendors (go direct to them whenever possible) 

• Amazon Kindle Direct Publishing: http://kdp.amazon.com 
• Apple iBooks (http://www.apple.com/itunes/content-providers/book-faq.html) 
• Barnes & Noble’s Nook Press: http://www.nookpress.com/  
• Kobo: http://www.kobo.com/writinglife 

 
Distributors to vendors (if you can’t go direct) 

• Draft2Digital: http://www.draft2digital.com/ 
• Smashwords (both a vendor and a distributor): 

http://www.smashwords.com/about/how_to_publish_on_smashwords 
• Or consider this service to get your ebook uploaded to Apple: 

http://www.authorems.com/apple-upload-info-pricing/ 
 
RESOURCE LIST 

This is just a small sample of the many tools and service providers available. Caveat emptor. 
As always, be a smart buyer and investigate freelancers’ previous work and any contract 
clauses before you make a decision. 
 
Print Backlist Conversion Services & Tips 
 
DIY Tips 

• http://jwmanus.wordpress.com/2012/10/03/scan-ocr-and-restore-backlist-
books/ 

• http://www.bwmbooks.com/5-steps-from-print-backlist-to-ebook-costs/ 
• Here’s an actual good use of piracy! http://boingboing.net/2011/05/15/walter-

john-williams.html 
 
Conversion Services 

• eBook Prep: http://ebookprep.com/getting_started 
• BlueLeaf: http://www.blueleaf-book-scanning.com/ 
• Lucky Bat Books: http://www.luckybatbooks.com/services/publishing-author-

backlists/ 
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Cover Art 
 
DIY Tools 

• Software like Photoshop, GIMP (free), or Pixelmator (Mac)… 
• …or the free, basic Amazon KDP cover creator (see 

http://selfpubauthors.com/2013/08/19/how-to-use-kdps-cover-creator/) 
• Get stock photos (for example, from Dreamstime.com, Shutterstock.com, 

Morguefile.com, RomanceNovelCovers.com, HotDamnStock.com)… 
• … or commission custom art from DeviantArt.com. 
• Study the covers of successful indie authors in your genre. What catches your eye, 

and why? 
 
Cover Artists 

• Streetlight Graphics: http://streetlightgraphics.com/portfolio/ 
• Hot Damn Designs: http://hotdamndesigns.com/ 
• Robin Ludwig: http://www.gobookcoverdesign.com/ 
• Google for premade book covers 
• Look at indie author covers for designs you like and ask the author about the artist.  

 
Editing 
 
DIY Tips 

• Run it by several sharp-eyed critique partners, honest friends, and grammar 
hounds. 

• Multiple pairs of eyes are key. Don’t just trust one person, no matter how great 
their skills. One person will still miss things. 

 
Freelance Editors 

• Victory Editing (offers manuscript editing as well as typo “Oops Detection”): 
http://victoryediting.com/ 

•  Red Adept Publishing: http://redadeptpublishing.com/author-services/ 
 
Ebook Formatting 
 
DIY Tools 

• Inexpensive software like the $23 Legend Maker for Mac 
(http://www.zapptek.com/legendmaker/) or $39 Jutoh (http://jutoh.com/)… 

• …or do it yourself in HTML if you’re tech-savvy. See Guido Henkel’s guide: 
http://guidohenkel.com/2010/12/take-pride-in-your-ebook-formatting/ 

• Convert your book into .mobi (for Amazon), .epub (for most other places) as well 
as .pdf. 
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Ebook Formatters 

• LK E-Book Formatting Service (ebook formatting only, no POD): 
http://design.lkcampbell.com/ 

• E-book Formatting Fairies: http://e-bookformattingfairies.blogspot.com/ 
• Streetlight Graphics: http://streetlightgraphics.com/#!/pricing/ 

 
Indie Groups, Online Communities, and Other Resources 
 

• Self Publishing Info Swap (“A clearinghouse of information for authors interested 
in self-publishing”): http://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/selfpublish/info 

• Indie Romance Ink (business loop for romance writers who are indie, hybrid, or 
indie-curious): http://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/IndieRomanceInk/info 

• KBoards Writers’ Café (all genres): 
http://www.kboards.com/index.php/board,60.0.html  

• Read The Naked Truth About Self-Publishing! Tons of great info, whether you’re a 
multi-pubbed author republishing your backlist or a first-time indie author.  

 
Finally, remember this: 

Success as an indie author is a marathon,  
not a sprint!  

So enjoy your journey. 

 

 

 
Speaker Bio: 

Cate Rowan has washed laundry in a crocodile-infested African lake, parasailed over 
Cabo, had monkeys poop in her hair, and swum with dolphins, but her best adventures 
are her story worlds. Her lush fantasy romances about magic, danger and passion in 
faraway realms have won more than thirty awards. Come read! http://CateRowan.com 
 


